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In Pennsylvania arbitration is compulsory,
if one of the parties desires it; elsewhere in
the United States it is voluntary. In New
Zealand it has been compulsory since 1894 j
in Norway, since 1916.
The principle of arbitration has been
recognized for centuries as a just and honor-
able means of settling international claims.
The first conspicuous instance in modern
times was when Pope Alexander YI drew the
line of demarcation (see demarcation", line
of). The Alabama Claims and the Bering
Sea controversy (both of which see), are
other conspicuous examples.
The greatest step ever taken in the direc-
tion of international peace by arbitration
was the establishment of the permanent in-
ternational court of arbitration at the Hague
(see peace conference, international).
The belief in arbitration as a means of ad-
justing all international claims has con-
stantly been gaining adherents, and not
many years ago it was believed that another
great war could not possibly occur; yet the
World War, the worst in all history, involved
over twenty nations in 1914.
AR'BOR DAY, a day designated by legis-
lative enactment in many states for the
voluntary planting of trees by the people.
It was inaugurated in 1874 by the Nebraska
state board of agriculture, at the suggestion
of J. Morton, afterwards Secretary of Agri-
culture in President Cleveland's second ad-
ministration. Nearly every one of the states
has since established an annual Arbor Day
and observes it as a legal holiday, the school
children being generally prepared for a
special observance of the occasion. Bird Day
is also now associated with Arbor Day, its
purpose being to instruct children in the
care and protection of birds. Several states
publish manuals of exercises and instructions
for the day's observance in the schools. Ar-
bor Day is observed late in April or early
in May in the Northern states, and between
December and March in the South. The
observance of this tree-planting day has also
spread to Canada,
AR'BOR VTTAE, meaning tree of life,
is the name of several cone-beariiig trees,
allied to the cypress, with flattened branch-
lets, and small or scale-like leaves, overlap-
ping like the shingles on a, roof. The com-
mon arbor vitae is a native of North America,
where it grows to the height of forty or fifty
feet. The young twigs have an agreeable
 balsamic smell. The Chinese arbor vitae,
common in Britain, yields a resin which was
formerly thought to have medicinal virtues.
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ARBUTUS, ahr'bu tus, a genus of plants
belonging to the heath family and compris-
ing a number of small trees and shrubs, na-
tives chiefly of Europe and North America.
The trailing Ar-
butus, or May-
flower, of North
America, a
choice plant
with fragrant
pink or white
blossoms, is the
best-known spe-
cies of Eastern
Canada and the
United States.
Other species in-
clude the straw-
berry tree and
the madrona of
California.
TRAILING ABBUTUS
Blossoms and leaves.
ARCADE,
ahrkade', a se-
ries of arches
supported b y
columns either attached to a wall or having
an open space behind them. The word is
used in contradistinction to colonnade, which
is a series of columns supporting a straight
entablature instead of arches. The arcade
is found both in the inside and outside
decoration of medieval buildings. In street
architecture, it is a covered way or passage,
either open at the side with a row of columns
or entirely covered over and lined with shops
and stalls. The finest arcades of this de-
scription are to be found in Paris, though
Bologna, Padua and Berne also have fine
examples.
ARCADIA, the central and most moun-
tainous portion of the Peloponnesus
(Morea), the inhabitants of which in an-
cient times were celebrated for simplicity of
character and manners. Their occupation
was almost entirely pastoral, and thus the
name Arcadia has come to be regarded as
typical of rural simplicity and happiness.
See g-rbecej spaeta.
ARCH, in architecture, a portion of ma-
son work in the form of a curved structure
used to span an opening, and in buildings
to support heavy weights. It is composed of
wedge-shaped pieces, the middle stone be-

